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Wharf, quay, pier, jetty RIBHF
PR “hgk” Hi44iE

o KT BT
BAAS TR HHIEF Rl X PR ETLR A B FE P 17 7920

Beth
Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Beth.

Jiaying
And I'm Jiaying. <37 B B[] ) i S F

Question
| would like to know the difference between 'wharf', ‘quay’, 'pier' and 'jetty’ as they
all mean 'f5:k" in Chinese. It's a bit confusing to distinguish between them. Thank

you.

Beth
Thanks for your question! We're going to look at the meaning of each word and
will give you some examples!

Jiaying
PRI e T i) 4435 “wharf” AT “quay” BT ISV LLBCRAL, BT DUSe R UF— PR

AN,

Beth
Both 'wharf' and 'quay’ are a safe landing area for ships and boats by the river or

S€a.

Jiaying

2], “wharf” il “quay” #A “MHk” BEE. MMHEE “wharf” 5% “quay”
W EEER, ISR “A53k” # AT DL R RS E B M el it e 2 B M. X PR AN IA P
TR “AYk” JEE S HLTARIR R

Beth
They are usually made of stone or metal and their position is parallel to the shore.
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The main difference, though, is that a 'wharf' is bigger than a 'quay'. A 'wharf'
usually has a series of docking areas for boats.

Jiaying
T A “wharf” FrgR) A5k ATRERE A “quays” , XKML
RE R, IS N EZ M. i A,

Examples
There are three ships coming into the wharf now.

(B =Ar BB K. D

We need to wait for our boat on the quay.
(FATH BEAER LSS/ D

Beth
A 'wharf' often has buildings on it too, like offices and warehouses, because of its
size.

Jiaying

ms, A—IHMEL “wharves” B T A XA, AP IRE T
“wharf” —id . b, 5 M “&24EMmk” a2 “Canary Wharf” . 5=,
“wharf,wh arf” FIEHTIEASNE, B “wharves,wharves” .

Examples
| manage the ships from a huge office on the wharf.

(RRAED SR — DRI A = A HEMH. D

At the quay, the fishermen unloaded the fish they had caught.
(FERS Sk, I RAT HEARA T 3R B 0 R ke D

Jiaying
W5 7 4 “wharf” f1 “quay” , BUERE B %A “pier” F “jetty” .

Beth
Both a 'pier' and a 'jetty"' are used by passengers to get on and off boats. They're
usually wooden or concrete.

Jiaying
HIR “pier” M “jetty” W PRITER I3k, (HEANTRHR R SE AR 209 . 0
Mg, HARSKEUREE LR B RIE” o “Pier” 1 “jetty” # MR 27K .
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Beth
However, a 'pier' can also have entertainment, such as an arcade, or amenities, like
cafes, on it.

Jiaying
e, f£ “pier” P “RIEAGSL, HMFT b, EEEE S RIREG IR . A
KX B he. 1M “jetty” WIAR0Y T REAAEE SRR BN MG A . i)

Examples
On my birthday, we went to the pier to play in the arcade.
EFRAEHIBR, FATEM L ERREER X T EL. D

Your boat leaves from the jetty at 11 o'clock.

CURESRRAIfT 11 S ANRIRIS LA D

Beth
Another difference between a 'pier' and a 'jetty' is how they are built. A 'pier' is
often above the water on pillars, so the water can flow underneath easily.

Jiaying
1M “jetty” Frigfy “REEHDK" BTN I WA 1 IR AR, — BESEMEER B X
Tl Fag ml DA AR K 3l A e AR, AT PR 7T 2 2 B 2 TR ) v e s A T A /K (R B2

Examples
The sign says you mustn't swim under the pier.

Chr S _E S B RABEAEARMT T K. D

The jetty protects the coastline from strong tides.
CIRAN RGN SR AR 7 L AN SR8 3 K B 520 o )

Jiaying

BATK AL —TF: 4 “wharf” f1 “quay” #fiiid « ks ey N ok gt % b A
PIRgsSk” , XPAME TR R “AYSk” S AEFE R OR, (H “wharf” JEE L “quay”
WER ., 2 “pier” Fl “jetty” HR4R “HTIeF L TIMRI. REAR R KH L) 53
i53k”, {2 “pier” LI ATREEA S RIRIN G R UL, 1 “jetty” TIWEA

Beth
Right, Jiaying. | think we need to go now!

Jiaying
Oh, yes! We're going to the arcade on the pier tonight!
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Beth

We are indeed! Remember, if you have a question about the English language
you'd like to ask us, please send us an email. Our email address is:
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Jiaying
PR AT DL S ol 1l e AT 3R Rl . AT ALK 52 “BBC iF #H (%" . Bye,
everyone.

Beth
Bye!
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