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Feifei
REUF, Wiy BBC JEiE Ay “IRaIRE” W H, HAEIETE.

Sam
And I'm Sam. Hello, everyone!

Feifei

AJAAT H )R] R 5 WA Greg, Ath R 1] @ X A 1) -

Question
RUF, 1 “onthe tree” F “inthe tree” ZKAWFLEX I ? “On the playground”
A1 “in the playground” [ B2 —FE 15?2 Thanks, Greg.

Sam

Yes, prepositions — and particularly ‘in' and 'on' when talking about place — can be
tricky! So, Feifei, shall we start by looking at the basic difference between the two?
Then, we'll look at lots of examples.

Feifei

Let's! AT RULUE “in” A1 “on” MIFEARX A i “in” BFIE B2 7 — AN,
— P XS SRR 7 . A “on” IRUER “AEMIMRIORTE” . R
IR 2 AR — AN AR E R E R .

Sam

So, in the case of a tree, 'leaves' or 'flowers' or 'fruit' are connected to the tree, so
we would use 'on'. For example, 'In the autumn, the leaves on the trees change
colour.'
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Feifei
. tblm: ¢ leaves (W) 7 . “flowers (f£45) 7 . “fruit (R 7 #2
“KIEM . 5RARFER” , FrCLER “onthe tree” SKEKREAN] “EEM L .

(HERGRFEY) “ AR 2% 8] BIHE, BHEH “in the tree” . LLil: My cat is
in the tree and he won't come down. (FREIEER ., A TR . XH, “inthe
tree” Ko “MAENE; FARE, DUNIEAR SGAIBA R —1K, WHEEE” .

Sam
Let's look at some more examples now, specifically with 'tree'".

Examples

After the storm, there wasn't much blossom left on the cherry tree.
(BN G, AR ERfeaez a4, >

There is lots of ripe fruit on the trees in the orchard. Let's go pick some.

CRIE B R EAMRZ AR WAL —LLIE. )

The little boy started crying when his balloon got stuck in a tree.

CH/N B R TERRAER B, ARS8 k. D

Can you see the beautiful blue and yellow bird sitting in the tree?

CIRRET RIS R sl £ A% b W SR TB) AR SE % LIS 2 )

Feifei
LA, FBHC “in the tree” Al “on the tree” WEEEEARE . XA ARG 7k
FEAE—REWPIR AR B FIR 2 [A) R — 1A

B, BRAVRE REFRSE —HIEE “inthe playground” 1 “on the playground” ,
#HEoR “HEFEH L .

Sam
Is there a big difference, Feifei?

Feifei
No. When we use 'in the playground' and 'on the playground', there is hardly any
difference. “In the playground” #1 “on the playground” JL-#%A X5l

Sam

Exactly. It really depends on your own definition of 'playground'. If you are thinking
of a 'playground' as a two-dimensional area of space or a patch of ground, then
use 'on'.
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Feifei
X . BiE] “playground” , W ERARA AR B IR« — B A XSS E R
AT LA “on the playground” F/x “17E#in L7

AR IR R “playground” & “Hf FEE R B AMATES) 2 E], T HEEH K177,
AT ER “in the playground” RE/R “FE# £ .

Sam

In the UK, our playgrounds tend to be distinct outdoor areas, often enclosed by a
fence, so people probably use 'in the playground' more for this reason. But, again,
both are correct and commonly used. Let's hear a couple of examples.

Examples
The kids spent hours in the playground today. They're exhausted.
(TS RAEES Lo T LAV o AT 18 D

Where's your hat? Did you leave it on the playground?
CUREIME TV ? AR e s ey b rg? )

Sam
Now, we thought it might be helpful to also introduce the difference between 'in
the field' and 'on the field' here.

Feifei
THEAIL RKRFAFTE—T “in the field” 1 “on the field” 2 [AHIX 5.

i “field” HEBR “FHR. WIS HEEEs,” . 4 “playground” —
BE, “field” fR R ITRER A AR T, 0L, E40R “HERIME, (EMI” Ko
f, B “in” —— “in the field” 5{# “in afield” .

Sam

Yes, so a farmer works 'in a field', or animals are kept 'in a field. If you hear
someone say 'on the field' in this context, they probably mean 'on the ground' or
'on the grass' referring to being connected to and touching the surface of the
ground or grass.

Feifei
HLAAVR AT REVE I 2 “FEstir B 8k “fEdiHh B, 5®iE “4k S Mo B H B
Hef” o R =AM1a), BlEH A “in a field” 8¢ “in the field” RE/R “fFEHE”
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Examples
Most of the sheep are grazing in the field. Only a few are lying on the grass.

(RZHCEAAE BZ 5, LA MR . D

We try to work in the field early in the morning, as it gets too hot later in the day.
(BATVREF BT, B LEH R R 23R K. D

Please don't leave the tools out in the field overnight — they will get rusty if left on

the ground.
CEAZIOARBHE A, R E R, BN ESR. O

Sam
But, if we change the context from agriculture to sport, it's common to hear 'on
the field', isn't it, Feifei?

Feifei
e, fin “field” IEWTLAME “i28hyy” o B4, “fEishiy b7 B N4 RC
“on the field” . Lb#n: The players and coaches are on the field.

Sam

Of course, if you want to be more specific, depending on the sport, you can say 'on
the football pitch' or 'on the golf course’, but it's also correct just to say 'on the
field'. Let's hear a couple of examples.

Examples
After a red card, we only had ten players on the field.

(RN E— 5K 20 a, 3 B RS 10 4Bk 6. D

When his team won, the coach joined the players on the field.

CHAb I BRASR E I, #AWE L TERY, WMAS TRAKTI. D

Feifei
W7, W TR B, &2 REANE “in” f “on” WM TERE TR
T B A

Sam

Yes! Thank you for another great question and remember that if you have a
question you'd like wus to answer, you can email us too, at:
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk
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Feifei
PRAAT DA RS AE M FRATI R ), FRAT UK 5 & “BBC JaiB#:” o whgtleir
“URAFRE” TH. THHBFS!

Sam
Bye-bye, everyone.
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