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Lowri

"Teenagers, especially, don't really feel represented. Not positively, anyway. If it's
representation, then it's the nerd [emoji], and that's not who we are. It's just we
can't see."
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Lowri, 13, is campaigning for an option to add glasses to emojis.
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She hopes it can help young people feel more confident.
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Lowri

"The inspiration was my mum. She was trying to find an emoji that kind of, like,
represents me, but all she found was the nerd. She pointed it out and | was like:
'Oh, wait. Yeah, you can, like, change skin colour and hair colour but there's just
not a simple [option to] put glasses on that isn't a nerd with those sticky out
teeth.""
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Lowri made headlines after writing to Disney in 2019 asking for more
bespectacled heroines to appear in their films.
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Now she's written to a consortium of tech companies in San Francisco, which
decides on new emoji designs.
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Girl 1
"When | got glasses, there was a certain person who told me that | looked like a
nerd wearing glasses, so | didn't wear them for about three months."
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Girl 2
"People don't say nice things about people wearing glasses. They're just like: 'Oh,
they're a nerd because they wear glasses.' And it's not true."
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Boy
"I'm not really self-conscious but | know a lot of people who are and they don't
really like to wear their glasses because of how [they make] them look."
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Girl 3
"Glasses are an everyday thing and it's just not fair to not see it on an emoji when |
want to express myself with a glasses emoji because that's who | am."
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/chinese/features/lingohack/ep-221215
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