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Unsafe slime toys claim KIEHF
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Squishy, gungy, slimy slime. Around the world, children grab it and squeeze it. Every day
globules are lobbed at weary adults. To the horror of parents, British TV programmes

even tell kids how to make their own.
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But when it comes to buying the stuff, the advice from a British consumer organisation is to
approach slime with caution - and not just because of the obvious reason — you know, its
slime! Which? tested | | popular slime products and found eight contained higher than
recommended levels of borax, which is made of a chemical called boron. Boron is what

makes the slime sticky.
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But Nikki Stopford from Which? says it can make children ill. One product had more than
four times the amount of boron the European Union says is safe. The eight products which
didn't meet the standards were all purchased by Which? on Amazon which has now

removed them from sale.

ERE “Which?” fJedk « Bt R, ¥ geib LEAR . £k, —4
77 i PRV 25 B s BR B A 22 (B DU AS PA o “Which?” AR Bhadh s _E SO 18
J\Rh gz & Ji EARIE R i T A A7 5T, X887 i CAE 4

But Science Communicator Dr Stuart Farrimund says while we should be aware of borax

and boron, we shouldn't be hugely concerned.
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I. Why do you think parents are horrified by British TV programmes showing kids how to

make slime?

2. Why does British consumer organisation Which? think we should approach buying slime

with caution?

3. True or false? Only slime toys claimed to be dangerous, are sold on Amazon?

4. According to Science Communicator Dr Stuart Farrimund, how worried should we be

about playing with slime toys?
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I. Why do you think parents are horrified by British TV programmes showing kids how to
make slime?
Because, as the reporter says, every day globules are lobbed at weary adults.

They are fed up with it!

2. Why does British consumer organisation Which? think we should approach buying slime
with caution?
Which? thinks some slime toys contain higher than recommended levels of

borax, which is made of a chemical called boron - and they could lead to illness.

3. True or false? Only slime toys claimed to be dangerous, are sold on Amazon?
False. The eight products which didn't meet the standards were all purchased
by Which? on Amazon (which has now removed them from sale) but they are

available from other retailers.

4. According to Science Communicator Dr Stuart Farrimund, how worried should we be
about playing with slime toys?

He says we shouldn't be 'hugely concerned’, which means not that worried.
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