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Biodiversity loss risks 'ecological SR
meltdown' - scientists
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The air we breathe, the water we drink, the food we eat - all rely on biodiversity

- the variety of all plant and animal life on Earth.
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According to new data, biodiversity's dwindling fast, with the UK in the bottom

10% of countries and last among the G7 Group of leading industrial nations.
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The researchers say there's little room for nature in a country where so much of
the land has long been built upon or used for intensive agriculture. And they
warn the world's lost so much biodiversity, we risk an ecological meltdown, a

future in which we can't rely on nature to provide energy, food and timber.
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The study was released on the eve of the UN Biodiversity Conference, where
world leaders will meet virtually to discuss plans for protecting nature over the

next ten years.
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None of the targets for the previous decade were met, and scientists say this is

our last best chance for a sustainable future.
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1. True or false? According to new data, biodiversity is drastically declining.
2. According to the report, what is biodiversity?

3. Where does the UK rank in terms of biodiversity among the G7 nations?

4. How many of the targets set in the UN Biodiversity Conference for the
previous ten years were met?

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2021
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 3 of 4



3. &R

1. True or false? According to new data, biodiversity is drastically declining.
True. Biodiversity is dwindling fast.

2. According to the report, what is biodiversity?

Biodiversity is the variety of all plant and animal life on Earth.

3. Where does the UK rank in terms of biodiversity among the G7 nations?
The UK ranks last among the G7 nations.

4. How many of the targets set in the UN Biodiversity Conference for the
previous ten years were met?

None of them were met.
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