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Thousands of UK’s red phone boxes SR
to be saved from closure
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The UK’s first phone boxes started popping up in 1921, with the iconic red
design appearing five years later. At their peak in 1992, BT operated 92,000 of

them.
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But as mobiles became part of everyday life, many phone kiosks were removed
or re-used for services like community libraries and pop-up coffee shops. There

are now just 21,000 payphones left.
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Ofcom wants to protect 5,000 phone boxes, particularly in poor mobile coverage
areas. It says they still provide a valuable emergency function, with 150,000 999

calls made from phone boxes last year.
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1. When did the iconic red design of phone box first start appearing in the UK?
2. What has caused the demise of the phone box?
3. How many phone boxes does Ofcom want to protect?

4. In which areas does Ofcom want to protect phone boxes?
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1. When did the iconic red design of phone box first start appearing in the UK?
The iconic red design started appearing in 1926.

2. What has caused the demise of the phone box?

The use of mobile phones has led to many phone boxes being removed or
re-used.

3. How many phone boxes does Ofcom want to protect?
Ofcom wants to protect 5,000 phone boxes.
4. In which areas does Ofcom want to protect phone boxes?

It particularly wants to protect phone boxes in poor mobile phone coverage
areas.
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