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Largest-ever millipede fossil found SEEHCE
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The fossil was discovered when a boulder fell and cracked open at Howick Bay in
Northumberland. It revealed a 75cm-long section of what's now been identified

as an Arthropleura, a giant millipede that lived more than 300 million years ago.
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Researchers at Cambridge University say that the whole creature would have
been about 2.7 metres long - that's the same as a small car and could have

weighed 50 kilos.
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Given this Arthropleura's size, it's possible that it ate small invertebrates and
even amphibians. Despite its incredible length and name, researchers say this

giant millipede had fewer than a hundred legs.
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1. What was the fossil found inside?

2. How long ago is it thought this millipede lived?

3. What did this millipede possibly eat?

4. True or false? Researchers think this millipede looked like a small car.
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1. What was the fossil found inside?

The fossil was found inside a boulder that cracked open.

2. How long ago is it thought this millipede lived?

It's thought the millipede lived more than 300 million years ago.

3. What did this millipede possibly eat?

It's possible that it ate small invertebrates and even amphibians.

4. True or false? Researchers think this millipede looked like a small car.

False. Researchers thought it was the same length as a small car.
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