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The idea of a common phone charger has been talked about for years. Now it
finally looks set to come into force. This provisional agreement means that by the
autumn of 2024, new mobile phones, tablets and cameras sold in the EU, will have

to use a USB Type-C charging port. There's a longer phase-in period for laptops.
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The European commissioner for the internal market, Thierry Breton, said the plans

will save consumers money and be better for the environment.
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The new rules would also apply to Apple, which uses its own Lightning connector
technology. It's previously argued the move will stifle innovation. Experts point

too to the growth of wireless charging, which won't be covered by the regulations.
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The size of the EU market also presents manufacturers with a dilemma-is it worth
making phones with different ports for different countries or regions? Or will the

EU's decision impact the products on sale for the wider global market?
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1. What type of charging port will mobile phones used in the EU have to have by
20247

2. According to Thierry Breton, how will standardising charging ports help us?
3. Why has Apple previously not been very keen on this idea?

4. True or false? Standardising charging ports in the EU could help sales of mobile
phones, tablets and cameras around the world.
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1. What type of charging port will mobile phones used in the EU have to have by
20247

This provisional agreement means that by the autumn of 2024, new mobile
phones, tablets and cameras sold in the EU, will have to use a USB Type-C
charging port.

2. According to Thierry Breton, how will standardising charging ports help us?

The European commissioner for the internal market, Thierry Breton, said the
plans will save consumers money and be better for the environment.

3. Why has Apple previously not been very keen on this idea?

Apple previously argued the move will stifle innovation.

4. True or false? Standardising charging ports in the EU could help sales of mobile
phones, tablets and cameras around the world.

False. Manufacturers could face a dilemma - the EU's decision might impact the
products on sale for the wider global market.
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