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News of the first drug that can slow the progression of Alzheimer's has been called
historic and prompted huge excitement among researchers and charities. The
manufacturer said it would be filing for regulatory approval in January and hope

lecanemab may be available from September in the UK.
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Lecanemab is a monoclonal antibody. These are costly to produce in the lab, so
will inevitably be an expensive product. It is only suitable for those with early-
stage Alzheimer's, but few patients in the UK have the confirmatory diagnostic
test needed to show they could benefit from the drug. So, its use could be very

limited at first, and patients will have to be carefully monitored for side effects.
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1. How might the drug lecanemab help sufferers of Alzheimer's?

2. Where might this drug be available from next September?

3. Are there any financial concerns about this drug?

4. Why might the use of this drug be limited at first?
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1. How might the drug lecanemab help sufferers of Alzheimer's?

This new drug can slow the progression of Alzheimer's.

2. Where might this drug be available from next September?

It's hoped lecanemab may be available from next September in the UK.
3. Are there any financial concerns about this drug?

The drug is costly to produce in the lab, so will inevitably be an expensive
product.

4. Why might the use of this drug be limited at first?
The drugis only suitable for those with early-stage Alzheimer's, but few patients

in the UK have the confirmatory diagnostic test needed to show they could
benefit from the drug.
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