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Europe's new weather satellite REHF
goes into orbit
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The value to society of satellite meteorology is immense. In terms of lives saved
and infrastructure damage that's avoided, the returns on investment run into

billions annually.
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Europe's new Meteosat will replace technology that is now more than 20 years
old. National forecasting agencies like the UK Met Office and Meteo France will
see a big jump in the amount of data they receive. One of the major innovations

on the new Meteosat is the inclusion of a camera to detect lightning.

KM S % LR “Meteosat” BHEUCEH 20 ZET L HHAR. FES G HMEE
G5 [ RS IR LA R F B ok RIE s hn . 3% 22 “Meteosat” i
BAGHT 2 — 2223 T — AR N 485 Sk

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2023
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 1 of 4



The agencies believe this will be a boon to what they call nowcasting - the ability

to track and forewarn of imminent hazardous events. That's because lightning is

a tracer for violent wind gusts, heavy rain and hail.
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1. What are the benefits to society of satellite meteorology?

2. How old is Europe's current meteorology satellite technology?
3. How will this new satellite be able to detect lightning?

4. What benefit does the ability to detect lightning bring?
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1. What are the benefits to society of satellite meteorology?

It can save lives and helps to avoid infrastructure being damaged.
2. How old is Europe's current meteorology satellite technology?

Europe's new Meteosat will replace technology that is now more than 20 years
old.

3. How will this new satellite be able to detect lightning?
This new Meteosat satellite includes a camera to detect lightning.
4. What benefit does the ability to detect lightning bring?

Lightning can identify where violent wind gusts, heavy rain and hail may occur.
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