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Giant stone artefacts found on rare RIBHF
Ice Age site
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At almost a foot long, researchers say the knapped-shaped stone axe heads, thick
at the base and tapering to a finer point, would have been so heavy that it would
have been hard to handle by early humans, sparking speculation that they may

have had a ceremonial purpose.
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The items are among 800 artefacts thought to be more than 300,000 years old,
found buried deep inside sediments preserved on a hillside above the Medway
Valley [UK]. Representatives from the Institute of Archaeology said the finds
provided an incredibly valuable opportunity to study how an entire Ice Age

landscape developed.
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1. Why would the stone axe heads have been hard to handle by early humans?
2. Where were these prehistoric stone tools buried?

3. True or false? These prehistoric stone tools were definitely just used for ceremonial
occasions.

4. What opportunity does this find offer to archaeologists?
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1. Why would the stone axe heads have been hard to handle by early humans?

Researchers say the stone axe heads would have been so heavy that it would
have been hard to handle by early humans.

2. Where were these prehistoric stone tools buried?

800 artefacts were found buried deep inside sediments preserved on a hillside
above the Medway Valley [UK].

3. True or false? These prehistoric stone tools were definitely just used for ceremonial
occasions.

False. There was only speculation that the stone tools may have had a
ceremonial purpose.

4. What opportunity does this find offer to archaeologists?
Representatives from the Institute of Archaeology said the finds provided an

incredibly valuable opportunity to study how an entire Ice Age landscape
developed.
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