BBC Learning English —Real English #ii&#iE

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Real English: Faff About EE{-{F

Neil: Hello, welcome to Real English from BBC Learning English, I'm Neil.
Lily: KK, FAWH].
Neil: In Real English we look at words and phrases that you might not

find in your dictionary.

Lily: EFRATN Real English (HuiEdeiEY 5 H o JRATTER 22 o) —Le AR LA B
JAAIPiE. So, what's today’s expression?

Neil: To faff about.

Lily: To faff about.

Neil: That’s right, to faff about.

Lily: What does it mean?

Neil: Well, to faff about means to spend a lot of time doing unimportant

things when really you should be doing something more important.

Lily: Oh I see. To faff about a2t [ #AEAE X X /N -, i 208 T 5k B 5
MRS, YL T, BEBCBERTE], I .

Neil: For example, perhaps you are a student with an important deadline
for your coursework.

Lily: Oh, so you’d better do your work.

Neil: Yes, but instead of doing the work, you read a book, you phone
your friend, you play some computer games...

Lily: Oh, | see, you waste time.

Neil: Yep. You faff about. You waste valuable time doing unimportant
things.

Lily: DR AR TELF IR 2 TR BTN ), ARt 21 faff about.
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A: Come on, hurry up, we’re going to miss our train!
B: Just a sec, I'm can’t decide what scarf to wear.

A: Stop faffing about! We need to leave now or we’ll have to wait two hours for the next
train!

Neil: To faff about is the verb, but if you want to talk about the activity,
we say faffing about.

Lily: To faff about &AFhiA ks, &4 EJEA B E faffing about.

Neil: If she doesn’t stop faffing around they’ll have to wait two hours to
get the next train.

Lily: You said faffing around.

Neil: Yes you can say faff about or faff around. Both are possible.

Lily: Faff around I faff about Xk — AN, BRI, AT,

Neil: Join us again soon for some more Real English, from BBC Learning

English. Goodbye!

Lily: See you.
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